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speaking possessions in only a general way, leaving
matters of government and law to be regulated at
a later date. But through oversight it ordained
the establishment of English law, and even of a
representative assembly, precisely as in the other
new provinces. The English governors were thus
put in an awkward position. They were required
to introduce English political forms and legal
practices. Yet the inexperience and suspicion of
the people made it unwise, if not impossible, to do
so. When, for example, jury trial was broached,
the peasants professed to be quite unable to un-
derstand why the English should prefer to have
matters of law decided by tailors and shoemakers
rather than by a judge; and as for a legislature,
they frankly confessed that assemblies "had drawn
upon other colonies so much distress, and had oc-
casioned so much riot and bloodshed, that they
had hoped never to have one."

The Act of 1774 relieved the situation by restor-
ing French law in civil affairs, abolishing jury trial
except in criminal cases, rescinding the grant of
representative government, and confirming the
Catholic clergy in the rights and privileges which
they had enjoyed under the old regime. This
would have aroused no great amount of feeling